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RElVLVRKS/ARGlJlvrF.NTS 

Clamis 1-18 were previously pending in the application. The AppUcants acknoAvledge 
the withdrawal of Claims 16-18 under 37 C. F, R. 1.142(b) and hereby cancel said claixns. 
Accordingly, Claims 1-15 remain in the application. All claims stand rejected on various 
grounds. 

Claims 1, 4, 10, & 11 have been amended. Claims 9 and 16-18 are cancelled without 
prejudice. Moreover, new Claims 19-21 have been added. Accordingly, Claims 1-8, 10-lS, 
and 19-21 are now pending in this application. No new matter has been added. 
Reconsideration and allowance are respectfhlly requested, 

Amendments to the Tide ? 

In accordance with the suggestion and guidance of the Examiner, a more descriptive title 
has been supplied. Accordingly, die Applicants submit that this objection has been overcome. 
Therefbre, Applicants respectfully request that this objection to the Specification be withdrawn. 

Obiection g tn 9 jfe ip ; 

Applicants thank the Examiner for his kind indication of allowable subject matter as to 
Claims 9 and 10. Accordingly, the applicants have amended Claim I to include all lixnitations 
of Claim 9. Accordingly it is respectfiiUy submitted that Claim 1 is now in condition for 
aUowance. Accordingly, Claim 9 has been canceUed, Moreover, Claim 10 has been amended 
to now depend ftom Claim 1. Thus, Claim 10 should also be allowable. Therefore, the 
applicants submit that the objections to Claims 9 & 10 should be withdrawn 



Claim Rejections Under 35 U,S>C S1Q3 : 

Claims 1-8 and 11-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
tiie U.S. Patent to Solo de Zaldivar (USPN 5,610,084 hereinafter ''Zaldiyar'^ in view of several 
different references. 

Claims 1-8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being impateatable over Zaldivar 
m view of Soleimani et al (USPN 5,330,920 heremaftex ''Sohimanfy As e3q)lained above, tiie 
Examiner has pointed out diat Qaim 9 is allowable if it incorporates all inlervemng and base 
limitations. Accordingly, Claim 1 is amended to incorporate the lunitations of dependent Claim 
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9. Therefore, for at least that reason. Claim 1 should be allowable. As a result, the applicants 
request Ihat the rejection of Claim 1 be wittidrawn. 

Additionally, Claim 4 has been ameajded to recite a range of 5-50 keV as set for the in ihe 
Specification at page 7: line 1 1 and elsewhere. 

Additionally, dependent ClauDs 2-8 are also beKeved to be allowable for at least the 
reasons advanced in support of Claim 1 above. Thus, the applicants respectfully submit that the 
amendments to Claim 1 render Claims 1-8 allowable. Therefore, the appUcants respectfuUy 
request Hiat ttfi rejections of Claims 1-8 be withdrawn and tiiat these claims be allowed to issue. 

daims 11-15 

Claims 11-15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as bang ui^atentable over 
Zaldtvar in view of Chiao et al (USPN 4,757,359 hereinafter ''Chiao") or alternatively in view of 
Chiao and Soleimani. 

Claim 11 has been amended to capture certain patentable aspects. Amended Claim 1 1 

recites: 

"growing an oxide dielectric layer on the nitiided first portion using a wet oxidation 
process that expos es flie nitrided first nortion to an ambient consisting of water^ ' 
This is important for numerous reasons, including those explained in the Specification 
(e.g., at page 8: lines 14-17 and elsewhere), The cited art (e.g., Soleimani) does not use a pure 
water ambiwit In fact, Soleimani requires O2 gas to achieve the oxide growth. Given diat the 
mvention uses water or OH radicals to promote oxidation of Si surface not O2, it can't be said 
Aat the cited art teaches or suggests the invention. Thus, the cited art, alone or in any reafionable 
combination, does not teach all of the claim limitations recited in Qaim 1 1. Accordingly, the 
cited art fhils to establish prima facie case of obviousness with respect to Claim 1 1 as amended. 
Therefore, it is respectfiilly requested that this ground for rejecting Claim 1 1 be withdrawn. 

Additionally, dependent Claims 12-15 are also believed to be aUowable for at least the 
reasons advanced in support of Claim 1 1 above. Thus, the applicants respectfiilly submit tiiat the 
amendments to Claim 1 1 render Claims 12-15 allowable. Therefore, the applicants respectfully 
request that liifi rejections of Claims U-15 be withdrawn and tiiat these claims be allowed to 
issue. 

New aaiwisi 

New Claims 19-21 have been added to capture addition patentable subject matter. 
Claim 13 recites "exposing the nitrogen implanted acdve region to an oxidizing ambient 
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consisting of water thereby growiflg an oxide layer on the nitiogen implanted active region". 
Hiis lixnitaHon is not taught or suggested by any of Uie cited art. As for Claim 20, this claims is 
sUghdy more precise recitiiig "exposing the nitrogen implanted active region to an oxidizing 
ambient includes an ambient consisting of H and OH radicals". This limitation is not taught or 
suggested by any of the cited art For at least the reasons the appUcants submit that these 
claims are also allo'vi^le. 



Condttsion 



Applicants lespectfolly submit that based on the amendments and remarks made herein 
that all pending claims (Cbdms 1-8, 10-15, and 19-21) are in condition for allovvance and 
therefore respectfiilly request a Notice of Allowance for this application from the Examiner. The 
Examiner is cordiaUy invited to contact the i^licants' attorney to discuss any matters 
concerning this case. If the Esaminer wishes to contact the applicants' attorney by telephone, he 
can be cantacted at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 

Francis T.Kalinsldll 
RjegistcaiionNo. 44,177 

P.O. Box 70250 , 
Oakland, CA 94612-0250 
Telephone: (650)961-8300 



Atty. Dkt. No. 03-1202/LSnP233 Page 9 of 9 App. No. 10/697,446 



PAGE 11/11' RCVD AT 7/28/2005 6:29:39 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EF](RF-6i32 * DNIS:27383II0 ' CSID:16S096183p1 * DURATION (min-ss):03-S4 



